Eynsford Concert Band, a symphonic wind
ensemble based in the small Kentish village of
Eynsford embarked on a week-long tour of Malta
in April 2024. The tour was arranged with support
from both Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial from Mellieha
and the Malta Tourism Authority. We have built up a
warm and strong relationship with Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial over almost four decades and this was our
sixth tour to Malta. They were incredibly hospitable
giving us a friendly welcome and we came to
appreciate how important the contribution
that these band clubs are to Maltese society.
In almost every Maltese town and village
you will find one or two and sometimes
three band clubs, each having their own
amazing premises, all have paying members
and a band affiliated to them making this
somewhat unique to Malta.

The band arrived in Malta with an
extended party of 70 people (50 players)
all staying in the Luna Holiday Complex in
Mellieha.

We were delighted to be invited to play at
local events and the band immediately got to
work with a joint rehearsal with the Imperial
Band in preparation for a combined concert
in the Mellieha square.

The following day Michael Smith, Lt
Colonel (retd) BA (Mus) LRSM held a
conducting masterclass for several of the
musical directors from the local music
societies. During this masterclass Mike
covered various topics of conducting
from rehearsal preparation, leadership/
management, rehearsal techniques and
how to communicate ways to improve the
music/playing to the musicians in the band.
The musical directors who attended the
masterclass found this to be a very positive
experience.

Day three of the tour saw us perform a
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concert in Annunciation Square in Sliema by kind
invitation of Socjeta Filarmonika Stella Maris where
we performed many favourites such as William Tell,
Game of Thrones (which was partly filmed in Malta),
Mr Blue Sky amongst others and an arrangement
of a Eurovision entry called Little Child as sung by
Mary Spiteri in the 1992 Eurovision Song Contest
which went down very well with the local Maltese
audience. Meeting for a drink at the local band
club, where we could meet other members of the
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band community was a pleasure. It was evident that
Malta has a long-standing band tradition.

Day five was the joint concert in Mellieha where
both bands performed a short programme of varying
styles of music under the leadership of both musical
directors, Anthony Borg for the Imperial Band and
Michael Smith for Eynsford Concert Band. Both
bands came together with a massed bands finale

(over 100 players) including a new composition by
Carl Borg a musician with the Imperial Band and
who is currently studying music composition in
Belgium, both bands benefiting from experiencing
the two different styles of conducting. The concert
was well attended and we had the honour of the
Minister of Tourism Hon. Clayton Bartolo joining
us in the audience. We are grateful for the support of
the Malta Tourism Authority for their
assistance in making this tour happen.

On the penultimate day of the
tour, we performed a concert in
Pjazza Jean De Valette in the capital
Valletta. Beforehand, we met with
representatives of the two band clubs,
Kings Own and La Valette. Here, we
learnt about their history and about the
social and musical elements provided
by the clubs. We exchanged gifts to
honour our partnership. Later, we
had a large and enthusiastic audience
followed by a generous reception at
the Mayor’s residence hosted by the
Deputy Mayor.

During the bands free time everyone
had the opportunity to visit the many
cultural places of interest on the Island
including Mosta, Mdina, Valletta, Blue
Lagoon and Malta’s sister island of
Gozo. We were enchanted by the rich
history and vibrant culture. The people
of Malta are friendly, hospitable, and
charming.

This has been a truly memorable
trip and we look forward to continuing
our friendship with Ghaqda Muzikali




Imperial in the coming years and look forward to Malta then please contact the Malta Tourism
the next invitation to visit Malta. Authority for more information, or visit the website
If other musical groups are interested in visiting  visitmalta.com.
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